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Bl LL NUMBER: SB 1556 CHAPTERED
Bl LL TEXT

CHAPTER 839

FI LED W TH SECRETARY OF STATE SEPTEMBER 30, 2006
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR SEPTEMBER 30, 2006

PASSED THE SENATE AUGUST 31, 2006

PASSED THE ASSEMBLY AUGUST 28, 2006

AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY AUGUST 24, 2006

AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY AUGUST 21, 2006

AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY JUNE 21, 2006

AMENDED | N SENATE MAY 16, 2006

AMENDED | N SENATE MARCH 27, 2006

| NTRODUCED BY  Senator Torl akson
(Principal coauthor: Assenbly Menber Wl k)
(Coaut hors: Senators Chesbro, Machado, and Oti z)
(Coaut hors: Assenbly Menbers Aghazarian and Jones)

FEBRUARY 23, 2006

An act to add Chapter 12 (commencing wth Section 5852) to
Division 5 of the Public Resources Code, and to anmend Section 99234
of the Public Utilities Code, relating to parks and recreation.

LEGQ SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

SB 1556, Torlakson Parks: The Geat California Delta Trail
System

Exi sting | aw establishes the Delta Protection Conm ssion to
preserve, protect, maintain, and enhance the Sacranento-San Joaquin
Delta region's environnmental resources and quality, including
preserving and protecting agriculture, wldlife habitats, open
spaces, outdoor recreational activities, public access, and use of
public | ands.

This bill would additionally require the Delta Protection
Comm ssion to establish a continuous recreation corridor, including
bi cycle and hiking trails, around the delta, as defined. The bil
woul d al so require the plan to link the San Franci sco Bay Trail
systemto planned Sacranento River trails in Yolo and Sacranento
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Count i es.

Exi sting |law requires local transportation planning agencies to
allocate funds in the |ocal transportation fund, as defined, for
establ i shing and mai ntai ni ng pedestrian and bicycle trails. Existing
| aw aut hori zes the Metropolitan Transportati on Comrission to allocate
t hose funds to establish a recreation corridor, including a bicycle

and hiking trail, around the perinmeter of the San Franci sco and San
Pabl o Bays.
This bill would authorize the transportation planning agencies

that allocate those funds to the cities and counties with
jurisdiction or a sphere of influence within the delta, to allocate
t hose funds to the Delta Protection Conm ssion for specified
activities around the delta.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature hereby finds all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The Great California Delta region is a wondrous state and
national treasure, with its natural resources and fertile soils for
agriculture, its access to recreation and science research, and its
rich history and beauty.

(2) The California Delta provides two-thirds of the state's
drinking and irrigation water, that flows through the delta' s over
1,000 mles of waterways, |evees, and shorelines.

(3) The California Delta is of great ecol ogical significance, with
its two nost prom nent waterways, the Sacranmento and the San Joaqui n
Ri vers, carrying fresh water fromthe Sierra Nevada Range and the
Central Valley to the San Franci sco Bay.

(4) The California Delta is a key part of the Pacific Flyway, and
its rich ecosystem serves as hone to thousands of unique birds, fish,
animal s, and plants, and is enjoyed by outdoor enthusiasts,
wat er -sport fans, hunters, fishernen, and naturalists.

(5) The California Delta is a conplicated and fragile systemthat
needs the appreciation and protection of future generations of
Cal i f or ni ans.

(6) The California Delta is characterized by its nunerous scenic
wat er ways, | evee-top roadways, historic towns, idyllic marinas,
eucal yptus tree wi ndrows, and highly productive famly farns.

(7) There are 22 public recreation areas in the Sacranento- San
Joaquin Delta region, with fishing, park day use facilities,
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canpgrounds, trails and boating access that support numerous
recreational activities including boating, water skiing, jet skiing,
wi ndsurfing, sailing, fishing, relaxing, hiking and joggi ng,

hor seback riding, swi nmng, picnicking, and cycling.

(8) California is challenged by a growi ng obesity crisis and state
and | ocal | eaders nust address the need for nore opportunities for
exerci se, novenent, and recreation in public settings.

(9) The Delta Protection Conm ssion surveys have found that there
are unnmet recreational needs in the delta region, including a trail
for bicycling and hiking, in the Sacranento-San Joaquin Delta region.

(10) A bicycle and pedestrian trail would provide an inportant
| i nk between the people of California and one of our nobst precious
nat ural resources.

(11) A bicycle and pedestrian trail connecting the delta region,
wi th adjacent areas, would provide a great |ink between our
fascinating delta communities and foster a connection between our
rich histories and present chall enges.

(b) The Legislature declares its support for the creation of a
Geat California Delta Trail, linking the San Franci sco Bay Trail
system and the planned Sacranento River trails in Yolo and Sacranento
Counties to the present and future trailways around the delta,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the delta's shorelines in Contra
Costa, San Joaquin, Sol ano, Sacranento, and Yol o Counti es.
SEC. 2. Chapter 12 (comrencing with Section 5852) is added to
Division 5 of the Public Resources Code, to read:
CHAPTER 12. The Great California Delta Trail System

5852. "Delta" nmeans the Sacranento-San Joaquin Delta, as defined
in Section 12220 of the Water Code mnus the area contained in
Al anmeda County.

5853. " Conmm ssion"” nmeans Delta Protection Conm ssion as defined
in Section 29721.

5854. (a) In accordance with the requirenents of subdivision (c),
t he comm ssion shall devel op and adopt a plan and inpl enentation
program including a finance and nai ntenance plan, for a continuous
regi onal recreational corridor that will extend around the delta,
i ncluding, but not limted to, the delta's shorelines in Contra
Costa, Sol ano, San Joaquin, Sacranento, and Yolo Counties. This plan

shall link the San Francisco Bay Trail systemto the planned
Sacranmento River trails in Yolo and Sacranento Counties. This plan
shall include a specific route of a bicycling and hiking trail, the

relationship of the route to existing and proposed park and
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recreational facilities and |land and water trail systens, and |inks
to existing and proposed public transportation and transit. The
transportation and transit links may include, but are not limted to,
roadsi de bus stops, transit facilities, and transportation
facilities. The continuous regional recreational corridor planned and
executed pursuant to this chapter shall be called the G eat
California Delta Trail. The continuous regional recreational corridor
shall include, but not be limted to, bikeway systens, and hiking

and bicycling trails.

(b) The Great California Delta Trail plan shall do all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Provide that designated environnentally sensitive areas,
including wildlife habitats and wetl ands, shall not be adversely
affected by the trail.

(2) Provide for appropriate buffer zones al ong those portions of
t he bi keway system adj acent to designated environnentally sensitive
areas and areas with private uses, when appropriate.

(3) Provide that the |and and funds used for any purposes under
this chapter are not considered mtigation for wetlands | osses.

(4) Provide alternative routes to avoid inpingenent on
environnental |y sensitive areas, traditional hunting and fishing
areas, and areas with private uses, when appropriate.

(5) Provide that no notorized vehicles, except to the extent
necessary for energency services, including, but not limted to,
medi cal and structural energencies, and for handi cap access, be
allowed on the trail.

(c) The conmm ssion may devel op and adopt the plan and the
i npl ementation programif it receives sufficient funds, from sources
ot her than the General Fund, to finance the full costs of devel oping
and adopting the plan. The conmm ssion shall submt the plan and the
| npl enmentati on programto the Legislature and each of the counties
within the comm ssion's service area not |later than two years after
t he comm ssion determ nes that sufficient funds will be available to
conpl ete the plan and i npl enentati on program

(d) The conm ssion shall adm nister the funds used in the planning
of the trail.

5855. (a) The comm ssion shall establish a technical advisory
committee that shall reviewthe trail's planning, inplenentation, and
fundi ng proposals. The commttee shall include nenbers and staff of
appropriate regi onal governnent associations, |ocal jurisdictions,
and districts. Participation in the commttee is voluntary and its
menbers are not eligible for reinbursenment fromthe state for costs
incurred to participate. The commttee nmay nmake recomendations, to

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/dcbn50/My9%62...nts/ SB%201556%20Senate%20Bil%620-%20CHAPTERED.htm (4 of 6)10/13/2006 2:30:22 PM



SB 1556 Senate Bill - CHAPTERED

the comm ssion, on the trail's planning, inplenentation, and fundi ng.
The executive director of the comm ssion shall convene the neetings
of the commttee.

(b) A cooperative working relationship shall be established with
state and federal agencies, and all other cities, counties,
districts, including school districts, and regi onal governnent
associations that are affected by the proposed trail.

(c) The comm ssion shall establish a stakehol der advisory
comm ttee representing groups concerned with environnental and
ecol ogi cal protection of the delta, groups representing agricultural,
private, and other business uses of the delta's |and and water, and
groups representing bicycling, wal king, boating, horseback riding,
and other relevant recreational activities. The stakehol der advisory
commttee shall advise the comm ssion on the trail's inpacts on and
uses for commttee nenber constituencies. Participation in the
commttee is voluntary and its nenbers are not eligible for
rei nbursenent fromthe state for costs incurred to participate. The
comm ttee nay make recomrendations, to the comm ssion, on the trail's
pl anni ng, inplenentation, and funding. The executive director of the
comm ssion shall convene the neetings of the stakehol der advisory
committee.

(d) The neetings of the commttees established in subdivisions (a)
and (c) shall be subject to the provisions of the Bagl ey-Keene Qpen
Meeting Act (Article 9 (commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1
of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Governnent Code).

SEC. 3. Section 99234 of the Public Uilities Code is anended to
read:

99234. (a) Cains for facilities provided for the exclusive use
of pedestrians and bicycles or for bicycle safety education prograns
shall be filed according to the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the
transportation planning agency.

(b) The noney shall be allocated for the construction, including
rel ated engi neeri ng expenses, of those facilities pursuant to
procedures or criteria established by the transportati on pl anni ng
agency for the area within its jurisdiction, or for bicycle safety
educati on prograns.

(c) The noney may be allocated for the nai ntenance of bicycling
trails that are closed to notorized traffic pursuant to procedures or
criteria established by the transportati on planni ng agency for the
area wWithin its jurisdiction.

(d) The noney may be all ocated w thout respect to Section 99231
and shall not be included in determ ning the apportionnments to a city
or county for purposes of Sections 99233.7 to 99233.9, inclusive.
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(e) Facilities provided for the use of bicycles may include
projects that serve the needs of commuting bicyclists, including, but
not limted to, newtrails serving major transportation corridors,
secure bicycle parking at enploynent centers, park and ride lots, and
transit term nals where other funds are unavail abl e.

(f) Notwi thstanding any other provision of this section, a
pl anni ng agency established in Title 7.1 (comencing with Section
66500) of the Governnment Code nmy all ocate the noney to the
Associ ati on of Bay Area Governnents for activities required by
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 5850) of Division 5 of the Public
Resour ces Code.

(g) Notwi thstanding any ot her provision of this section, the
transportation planning agencies that allocate funds, pursuant to
this section, to the cities and counties with jurisdiction or a
sphere of influence within the delta, as defined in Section 5852 of
t he Public Resources Code, may allocate the noney to the Delta
Protection Comm ssion for activities required by Chapter 12
(commencing with Section 5852) of Division 5 of the Public Resources
Code.

(h) Wthin 30 days after receiving a request for a review from
any city or county, the transportation planning agency shall review
its allocations made pursuant to Section 99233. 3.

(i) In addition to the purposes authorized in this section, a
portion of the anpbunt available to a city or county pursuant to
Section 99233.3 nay be allocated to devel op a conprehensive bicycle
and pedestrian facilities plan, with an enphasis on bicycle projects
I nt ended to accommodat e bicycle commuters rather than recreational
bi cycle users. An allocation under this subdivision my not be nade
nore than once every five years.

(j) Up to 20 percent of the anount avail able each year to a city
or county pursuant to Section 99233.3 may be allocated to restripe
class Il bicycle |anes.
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